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ANNUAL MEETING BURIED IN SNOW

Any meeting planned for the Washington area in January or February is always understood to be on

a oweat her perWel, this time geathdr dicsnotpermit. BUCCOs Annual Me e
to be postponed. It really should not have come as much of a surprise given the amount of televi-

sion time given to its prediction, formation and approach.

The meeting has been rescheduled forFebruary 21st, (weather permitting.) Substantial snowfall in
late February is not unheard of. Whatever people promised to do or bring to the January meeting,
they are expected to do the same thing for the February meeting date. We would again ask you to
make every effort to attend as we will still need a quorum, and as before there will be a potluck
luncheon before we get down to the important business of the church.

BUCC0OS PLANS FOR LENTEN SEASC

The arrival of Ash Wednesday always seems to come as a surprise. (Already??We still have Christ-
mas candy around, and fruitcake too!)

Ready or not, Ash Wednesday is on February 10th this year. BUCC will mark the occasion with a
service at 7:30 PM, including communion and imposition of ashes, if desired.

The UCCO0s Still Speaking Writers group has come u
Lenten Season: Heart Soul Mind Strength. They always offer interesting insights or ways of looking
at some aspects of the season.

Lent is a meditative period so the Seekers group has offered to coordinate meditative services dur-
ing Lent. Rev. Dee is planning on leading some labyrinth walks during Lent. One is tentatively
scheduled for February 25th. All the details have not been worked out yet but as soon as they are,
we will let you know, either through the E -vang email or church bulletin.

BOOK GROUP

The Book Group will meet on Tuesday, February 9at 3:30p in the parlor. The non-fiction selection
for discussion is: The professor and the madman : a tale of murder, insanity, and the making of the
Oxford English dictionary by Simon Winchester.

This book presents "an extraordinary tale of madness and genius, and the incredible obsessions of

two men at the heart of the Oxford English Dictionary and literary history. With riveting insight and
detai |, Si mon Winchester crafts a fascinating gl
tion to another mands(SumagryanMontgemery CadintydPtiblicd_ibrary y . 0
website)

All are welcome to join in on the discussion and fellowship.
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When the Darkness Asks Us Qu e sftom thenPastor

0OThe darkness asks us questions.
You are out there and we do not see.

You invite us into the night,

the still ness, the | oneliness, t he
--William Loader

In the Scriptures, after his baptism as an adult, to see at other times.
Jesus is driven into the wilderness to determine As the days lengthen,

what kind of Messiah, what kind of holy son, we are invited to walk

he will be. Each of the temptations by the Devil with Jesus on paths

reveal questions cloaked in darknessi that will clarify and restore our relationship
qguestions which st ir awitdoucsdlvast aurfngightdoe and God. Ance | at i o
ship to power, privilege, and protection. we do not walk alone or ask our questions

The darkness and the night of questions are not alone.

negative of themselvesi | would argue that I n Lent, it is customary t
they are necessary in the spiritual life. Ques-  as a way to examine thoughtfully our depend-

tions clarify; questions foster discernment; ence on that which is NOT God. But we can

questions help us to navigate our tricky times  just as thoughtfully ask ourselves probing

and unsettling circumstances. What kind of guestions about the temptations we face to live

holy son or holy daughter will we be in these less than holy lives. Are we tempted in our

circumstances, in this present darkness, in this  work lives to be less than human and more like
deserted place? The darkness asks us ques- machines? (Machines that run 24/7 quickly

tions, and our answers to the questions that overheat and breakdown.) Are we tempted to
arise in dark and quiet moments will ultimately depend on material things to satisfy non -
shape and instruct us. material needs? (No matter how we try, no

Rabbi David Wol pe wr i tanountol C%r%\”]e' {ftle B%”qv'” ¢PRauUeRQUE [ 5
question, the first question in the Bible. In the loneliness, restlessness, or unhappiness.)  Are

garden, God asks Adam,d Wh e r e  &hise H’nrsty i our spiritual life? (Sometimes the

is a question addressed to each of us at every occontainerso we bring to \
instant, at all times. The Bible [then] answers them.)

the first question with the second. The second What darkness surrounds you at this juncture

question in the Bible is asked in the aftermath  in your life?

of murder. When Cain kills Abel, God asks of . .
' \What questions does this darkness ask of you?
Cain,6 Wher e i s WWeindoubwherd herq?% y

we are, the first question, by discovering How is God even now reaching out across that
whether we care for others, the second ques-  lonely place inside of you?
tion. o6 As we walk with Jesus to the cross, let us walk

Lent is a kind of dar kWteRnthroughhis gugsions andourgwne ser t 6

place filled with questions and uneXpeCted an- W|Sh|ng you a bnght Lent full of WonderfuL

gels. 0 You are out thewres adydstref¢fing Huestichstita nde &an& wer s é
William Loader. Lent is an intentional time of

seeing what we might overlook or choose not ~ R€V Dee
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Bi bl e Reading é at Home

i ' AADPOAA AOT T -3AAOTT 0&5 WIDEA , ABERODOAT EOEET ¢Q
February 7 - Fully Alive February 21 - Trusting God
Exodus 34:2%35 Psalm 99 Genesis 15:1012, 1618 Psalm 27
2 Corinthians 3:1214 4:2 Philippians 3:17i 4:1
Luke 9:28336, (3643) Luke 13:31835or Luke 9:28336

St. Irenaeus, one of the earliest theologians in the Rituals begin journeys and keep us on the journey;
life of the church, onc aempredhroggh thewildemessyof Lent, gncairf Go d
humanity fully alive. é dgedgodrustinghe futgreevemitipterent expesi-t one
causes the otherd that our being alive makes God ences might count against that.

glorious & but rather that the two dance togethner. God6s covenant with us frar
When we are fully alive, we are filled with God, promises. Those promises may seem distant when

and God is in turn glorified. we feel uprooted or displaced. Yet God honors our
Daily we are invited t oquessionmaadrencbusages gstoistand with goffi- Go d 6
glory. Not by being transfigured, not by glowing in  dence in the face of fear. God, who would shelter

white garments, but by living the life that Christ us as a mother hen covers chicks under her wings,

has modeled for us. When we are experiencing the journeys with us. Our covenant is with One who

wondrous presence of God in our lives, and when saves. As we move through the wilderness of Lent:

we are seeking to respond to that in acts of justice we trust the future but our present experiences sug-

and love and compassion, then we are truly ex- gest otherwise. What words and rituals do you
pressing the full ness o holdgualt@kkeeg Yowan jhe jounvey aftfaithd o e s i
mean to be fully alive? How can we ever enhance

the glory of our God in our daily living? February 28 - Praise God Completely
Isaiah 55:169 Psalm 63:168
February 14 - Sharing Bread on Our Journey 1 Corinthians 10:1613 Luke 13:159
Deuteronomy 26:1911 Psalm 91:152, 9916
Romans 10:8$13 Luke 4:1813 Our longing for God may at times find expression

in a thirsting for a holy and personal encounter.
We begin Lent remember i ngo d@osd 6t &a kfaaddStask oy ® v er omi
purpose, and nourishment in wilderness journeys. will be satisfied. Our lives continually move be-
Lent is a time of journey, reflection, and ritual. We tween those hopes of encounter and their fulfill-
remember the journey of the Israelites out of Egypt Ment by God. At the beginning of the day and at its
and into the desert. We€Ndemedmipre rs ere&kd NYs Of o Pokley S
into the wilderness to be tempted. Our own lives US.
reflect those journeys & journeys with others, pas- A Psalm about spiritual longing and desire engages
sages through challenging times and times of loss, OUr sensesa thirst, taste, sight, touch, hearing d and
crossing from one stage of life to another. Experi- OUr entire bodies in praising God.
encing Godds grace bec k@ulyesiindtheyr gource gnd RopenGed. As e
have and who we are in thanksgiving to God, and dividuals and communities of faith, we are to seek
in sharing with neighbor. What might be some Godds presence as those wh

practices or rituals of gratitude in response to all that presence. In what ways have you thirsted for
God gives and provides? God on your faith journey? What does Psalm 63:1-8

inspire you to do this next week to feed your rela-
tionship with God?
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WELCOME
GINA & MARK

On Sunday, January 17th we welcomed four new
members into our BUCC family. Here is a little
background on two of them, so you will have some
idea of who they are when you greet them at coffee
hour (or elsewhere.)

Gina Capra is a native of New Jersey and went to
Trenton State College where she earned a degree in
Political Science. She later earned a Masters degree in Public Administration from American
University. Gina also attended the Boston University School of Public Health, where she re-
ceived a certificate in Maternal and Child Health.

Currently, Gina is the Director for Rural Health at the Veterans Health Administration, which

is a component of the US Department of Veterans Affairs. She has been there 3 years, follow-
ing 16 years with the US Department of Health and Human Services managing public health
and health service delivery grant programs with State, local and community based entities.
Gina is a passionate advocate regarding healthcare access, particularly for underserved and
vulnerable populations and communities.

Mark Mohan grew up in Brockton, MA and earned a Bachelors Degree from Bridgewater
State College. He also earned a Masters Degree in Public Administration from American U,
which is where he and Gina met. His area of concentration was Municipal Management.
Mark is a stay at home Dad who keeps their family on track, ensuring that they have some
calmness in the otherwise hectic world in which they live! Mark has served as a local Cub
Scout leader, baseball coach, DC Soap Box Derby Coordinator, and representative to numer-
ous efforts at the Ashburton Elementary School (Bethesda). Prior to being a stayat-home
Dad, Mark served as a Project Manager at Fidelity Investments in Boston, MA, the Massachu-
setts Office of Inspector General and the International City/County Management Association.

We welcome Gina, Mark and their children, Lou and Vic to the BUCC family and we hope
that they find this to be a comfortable church home.
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WELCOME SARAH

Sarah Swanson became a member of BUCC on Janu
ary 17th, and we are very happy to include her in

our church family. Sarah is native of Cincinnati and
attended Kenyon College, majoring in Anthropolo-
gy. Afterwards she moved to Seattle for 8 years,

which included a year | i] i n
China.

Sarah then moved to DC for a graduate program at SAIS (Johns Hopkins School of Ad-

vanced International Studies), with a concentration on China Studies. Currently Sarah

works at the National Archives, where she helps develop and maintain the website

at archives.gov.

She also is a volunteer board memberprdfitor Kyrg

that helps orphanages and disadvantaged children in Kyrgyzstan.

In the past, she believes her most meaningful work has been working with newly -
resettled refugees to the U.S. from South East Asia and Ethiopia.

Her church background in typically diverse, growing up in a church that was half
Presbyterian and half Episcopalian. She has also attended Unitarian and Methodist
churches. We are very pleased that she chose BUCC to be the first church she ever
joined.

WELCOME NOVATO

On the same Sunday as we welcomed Sarah, Gina and

Mark, we also welcomed Novato Tornero into our fellow-

ship. At this time, we dondét have hi
mation, but next month | will try to include an introductory

paragraph.
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CHARLES OCHUCKO RUMBARGI

Chuck Rumbarger, husband of Phyllis Rumbarger, died peacefully
at his home in Rockville on January 13th. He was born on June in
1940. After being raised primarily in Lakewood, Ohio, Chuck
completed a few years of college, and then entered the Air Force
where he served as an air policeman in the Philippines during the
build -up of the Vietnam War, and subsequently in Washington DC. Chuck and Phyllis,
childhood sweethearts, were married in 1962 and they adventurously started their married

life in the Philippines. Chuck was released from active duty in 1966, and they returned to Mi-
ami University in Oxford, Ohio where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in political sci-
ence. After graduating, Chuck and Phyllis lived in Harrisburg, PA and then moved to the
Washington DC area where they raised their family, joining BUCC in 2005.

Chuck was a dedicated association executive and organizational con-
sultant for over 40 years. He established the Association Management
Group and the executive recruiting firm Association Executive Re-
sources Group. Chuck often reached out to help others, such as anony-
mously buying dinner for a tired policeman or struggling family. He
served in organizations which focused on the needs of underserved
children. As a retiree Chuck was a Court Appointed Special Advocate
volunteer and provided professional guidance to nonprofit organiza-
tions such as Child Life Council. Of particular interest during his last
years was supporting outdoor experiences for wounded warriors
through Freedom Hunters.

George Bernard Shaw once said: 0ChwaktRUmb dreg arl
aim also was to be o0all used upo6 at the time of
goal. Chuck's memory will live on through his wife of 53 years, Phyllis, daughter Carrie and

her husband Michael Cooke, and son Rick, brother John and his wife Sue, and his extended

family, and many friends.

A service celebrating Chuckds | ife was held at
tions in Chuckds memory may be made to either:

Montgomery Hospice www.montgomeryhospice.org
Freedom Hunters www.freedomhunters.org .
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BROWN BAG BOOK AND BIBLE STUDY:
GIFTS OF THE DARK WOOD

Come join us for an informal book and bible study on Sundays from noon to 1 pm. We
wi || be usi ng Gdftsofthe [Batk WVeosl fpublisbea ky, Abingdon Press.
Each week will focus on a different theme and chapter(s) of the book. Bring a brown
bag lunch for yourself, if possible. We will have crackers and cheese and munchies to
stave off hunger. Our discussion will be approx. 1 hour and may incorporate different
kinds of modalities for learning and discussion. No previous bible knowledge as-
sumed or needed. Bring yourself; invite a friend! A limited number of books are avail-
able after worship prior to the first meeting; the cost is $13.00; please make check out
directly to Rev. Dee. A schedule of our anticipated meetings is listed below; please
check bulletin each week for confirmation of meeting time.

Sunday, February 7th OWhere We Find Ourselveso

Sunday, February 14t 0The Gift of Uncertaintyo

Sunday, February 21st ANNUAL MEETING; no study this day

Sunday, February 28t 0The Gift of Being Thunderstrucko

Sunday, March 6t 0The Gift of Getting Losto
Sunday, March 13t 0The Gift of Temptationodé and o0The
Sunday, March 20t (Pal m/ Passion Sunday) o0The Gift o

OWhere Do We Go From Herebd

LENTEN DAILY
DEVOTIONALS

| f you do not have the UCCGEGEs
als sent to your email inbox, you are missing out on some
interesting and thought provoking comments. For the
past few years this same group of writers has published a
hard copy set of devotionals for the seasons of Advent and
Lent. These devotionals are different from the daily elec-
tronic versions. This year the Lenten booklets are called U B N
OHeart, Soul Mind Strengt ho aThafactthaetheyaser e avai l
printed in a booklet makes it easier in that you do not have to log on to a computer to

enjoy them. We are asking for a donation of $4.00 to cover the cost.
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BUCC CONVERSATION WITH ISLAMIC CENTER

With all the anti -Islamic rhetoric being thrown about in recent months, the BUCC Leadership Coun-
cil and Rev. Dee decided that we should take some step to reassurethe Islamic Center of Maryland
that not everyone in the community is hostile to them. The following letter was sent to the Islamic
Center, which uses our building for its Friday prayer service. Their reply to our letter is also printed
here.

. Istamic Center of Maryland
19411 Woodfield Rd,
Gaithersburg, MD 20879

December 15, 2015

Dear Imam Jamii Dasti,

Salaam and greetings to you and to your community. Thank you for your kindness in returning my phone call last week and for
our very helpful conversation. Your community has been in our community’s thoughts and prayers, given recent events in the
news and around our country. As a religious leader, | know well the deep love and concern that one has for the people cne
serves and how important it is to come together at times of unrest and crisis in affirmation of peace and non-hatred.

] am writing with the support of our church leadership. We want your community to know that Bethesda United Church of Christ
stands in peaceful solidarity with you. We condemn the vitriolic speech and fear-mongering towards our Muslim brothers and
sisters, many of whom are our friends, neighbors, co-workers, partners, and also the stranger in whom we see ourselves. We
decry the purported Christianity of those who would threaten, harm, or otherwise intimidate Muslims who simply want to live
their lives in peace. Likewise, we do not support legal action that would ban people from this country on the basis of their
religion or treat them as second-class citizens,

We are grateful for our inter-faith partnership with you and your community. We have enjoyed hosting the Islamic Community of
Maryland for your Friday prayers and look forward to deepening our relationship with you and your community, We take
seriously Jesus’ injunction to “love thy neighbor as thyself” and his example of actively reaching out to those who are unjustly
perceived as outsiders.

Thank you for the gifts and graces that your community has brought to Bethesda United Church of Christ. We would welcome
further conversation regarding how we might collaborate together to forge closer bonds between our communities and to
collectively and actively resist the anti-Muslim sentiments that have been unfortunately broadcast from too many exiremists in
this country, including those from people who call themselves Christian.

Please give your community our love and prayers from our house of worship to yours.

Sincerely,
Rev. Dee Ledger Sean Casey
Pastor, Bethesda United Church of Christ Moderator, Bethesda United Church of Christ

Church Council Leaders, Bethesda United Church of Christ:



In The Name of God Most Mercifid Most Gracious

IsL,AMIC CENTER OF MARYLAND TEL 301 840 9440
19411 WOODFIELD ROAD FAaX; 301 2878915
GAITHERSBURG MD 20879 ' WWW.ICOMD.ORG

Bethesda United Church of Christ
10010 Fernwood Road
Bethesda, MD 20817

January 4, 2016

Dear Rev. Dee Ledger and Church Council Leaders

Greetings of Peace
| am writing to thank all of you on behalf of our community and Muslims around the
world for your thoughtful, timely letter condemning religious intolerance and hatred.

Many peace loving Muslims today fear for their safety due to the current onslaught of
negative press and agitation created by ignorance of the true tenets and history of
Islam. However, your letter of support and rejection of the gloomy and dangerous
narrative broadcast throughout the world about Mustims and Islam can only be called
courageous. When many people are turning a blind eye to the vilification and the
dehumanization of 1.2 billion souls, you have turned to the true tenets of Christianity
in rejecting this type of persecution.

Your letter is a shining beacon of light in the darkness and real proof of the character,
strength and thoughtfulness of our fellow Americans. It was much needed and
appreciated in this time of trial and tribulation for our people.

We ask you to keep us in your prayers and we will do the same. A Happy New Year to
you and your families.

Best regards

%/mﬁ

Imam Jamil Dasti
Imam, Islamic Center of Maryland
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A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS THANKS

Many thanks to everybody who so generously donated gifts of toys and
warm mittens and hats. BUCC did a fantastic job in helping to make this
a wonderful Christmas for children in need.

Please Continue the Spirit of Christmas with these opportunities for sharing Christ's love
throughout the year:

1. Donations of nonperishable food for Bethesda Cares. The collection bin is in the nar-
thex.

2. Donations of toiletries, especially the little soaps and bottles of shampoo from hotels
for the Men's Shelter and Bethesda Cares.There is a donation box on top of the coat rack in
the church hallway.

3. Provide a meal once a month for the 15 residents of Bethesda House Men's Shelter or a
portion of a meal for the 35 women at Sophia House Shelter.
There are directions and signup sheets on the hall beyond the narthex bulletin board.

Please contact a member of the Sharing Team for more information.

Thank you.
Bette Pappas
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